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EDITORIAL
There's a Hunger in the Land
\ A / E SHALL not try to analyze it.

7 T We state that there are definite evidences that it is
here. There is the increased interest in the Bible on the
part of Catholics. There are the many small study and
sharing groups meeting in homes. There is the "tongues"
movement which cuts across denominational and cultural
lines. There is the liturgical revival and the jazz mass both
attempting to find reality in worship. Then there are the
hippies and the devotees of Eastern religions.
All of these with their varied expressions—some valid
others disturbing—have one element in common: each participant is seeking inner reality and meaning which they
have not found in the traditional forms of the church's
ministry.
Let the church rejoice. These are signs of hope. The
common characteristic of these signs of hunger is the
desire for an experience of reality and meaning. This
hunger has divine origin. It is satisfied by divine means.
The church can meet this hunger as she:
Rediscovers the message and power of the Scriptures
and the Lord which these Scriptures reveal.
Rediscovers the New Testament message of man as a
sinner and his need for an encounter with Jesus Christ
that transforms and empowers.
Rediscovers the value of fellowship within the church
for discipline and growth.
Rediscovers the radical and costly nature of discipleship that costs a man all that he has and calls for denial
of self and obedience to Christ in a ministry of reconciling
men to God and to each other.
Z

tf-io-m Uie Zditan.:
Some of our readers w i l l see a contrast in the subject
matter of this issue w i t h the previous one. Each of the
issues w i l l have those w h o see in its emphasis the crucial
role of the church and perhaps the genius of the Brethren in
Christ.
There may be contrast but there is no contradiction.
Christian service dare not be separated from experience.
Experience needs to find expression in service. As radical
a theologian as Harvey Cox ("The Secular C i t y " ) w i t h his
socially oriented a n d activistic t h e o l o g y is described by
" T i m e " as feeling " t h a t the churches are beginning to overstress involvement at the expense of inner religious experience."
The Brethren in Christ take seriously the note of a triumphant Christian f a i t h that pervades the N e w Testament.

This quality of Christian experience is possible as one a p propriates the grace of G o d that deals not only with man's
sins but also w i t h his selfishness, pride, and rebellious nature—his sin. This makes possible the Holy Spirit's control
and empowerment of an individual in a new and radical
way.
In looking at this truth w e have asked:
" W h a t is the Biblical
Christian experience?"
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"Just w h a t difference w i l l it make in one's daily l i f e ? "
" W h a t should this experience do in the unity and f e l l o w ship of the local c o n g r e g a t i o n ? "
N o t a l l questions w i l l be answered in five pages. W e
hope some w i l l be answered and some raised. W e w o u l d
like to believe that in so doing w e w i l l increase our understanding of w h a t it means to be " s a i n t s " in the N e w
Testament sense a n d w h a t this means in terms of living.
There are many g o o d articles in this issue. Be sure to
read "Christianity and Race," O n e w i l l marvel anew and
thank G o d when he reads " M a e n o ' s C h u r c h . "
These are busy days in our churchs' programs—Leadership Training Classes, Cooperative Evangelism, Bible Quiz
Practices, Congregational Basketball Tournament, Missionary
Conferences, Lenten Services, V.B.S. Workshops, and morning Bible Studies.
How's our traction? Are w e getting anywhere? Or are
our wheels only spinning?
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The Nature of the Holy Life
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Its Biblibal Basis

This cardinal doctrine of Romans 6,
7, and 8 emerges clearly throughout Paul's incisive
V
probings into Christian experience. While taking us
ICTORY OVER SIN!

through dark chasms of spiritual conflict he never leaves
the outcome in doubt.
"No, No! We died to sin: how can we live in it any
longer" (6:2)°
"Sin shall no longer be your master . . . " (6:14)
" . . . your gains are such as make for holiness . . . "
(6:22)
" . . . so that we may bear fruit for God." (7:4)
•" " . . . the commandment of the law may find fulfillment
(8:4)
in us
The Apostle reaches a glorious climax: " . . . and yet,
in spite of all, overwhelming victory is ours through Him
that loved us." (8:37)
Overwhelming victory! Here is grace that communicates power to overcome. The Lord has not only cancelled
the guilt of our sins (chapters 1-5), He also imparts power
to overcome sin itself, (chapters 6-8) We do not merely
have righteousness imputed while spiritual victory eludes
us, we have grace imparted which provides victorious
living.
Salvation is not so much escaping from the uncomfortableness of hell as from the misfortune of sin itself. A
religion which makes me comfortable in spite of a bad
temper, shady business deals, half truths and lustful motivations is a poor substitute for the overwhelming victory
promised to the believer.
The efforts of many Christians to attain the holy life
are met with frustration and failure. Admittedly the forces
arrayed against the believer are formidable. He fives in a
society that is in an active state of rebellion against God.
Sin surrounds him. He has a normal physical body, with
all its natural capacities, which in themselves are amoral
—capable of either a holy expression or sinful abuse. In
many cases the believer, in his unregenerate life, established deep-set patterns of perversion—physical, mental,
social and spiritual. Satan and his evil spirits, although
fortunately controlled by the Lord of the whole earth (I
Cor. 10:13), are nonetheless permitted to entice him to
follow former wicked ways and indeed to pursue new ones.
Most frustrating of all, however, is to find that within the
heart itself still resides a nature which Paul refers to as
" . . . sin that lodges in me" (7:17). It is "the sinful self"
(6:6)—the carnal man.
It is, in essence, depraved, rotten, and incorrigible.
Paul declares "For the outlook of the lower nature is
enmity with God; it is not subject to the law of God;
indeed it cannot be: those who live on such a level cannot
possibly please God." (8:7 and 8)
The efforts made to improve, control or in some way
make the old fellow conform to God's holiness are legion!
Paul points out in chapter 7 that the law could not do
it—it just made things worse. "Through the commandment
sin found its opportunity, and produced in me all kinds
* All scriptural quotations are from the New English Bible
unless otherwise indicated and from the book of Romans
unless otherwise specified.
The author is the Bishop of the Canadian Regional Conference
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Bishop Roy V. Sider

of wrong desires: . . . " (7:8). Legalism does not have
sanctifying power. The declaration of God's law to the
unregenerate often produces overt acts of rebellion. "Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain" is
met with blasphemy.
In the regenerate, the new nature and the Holy Spirit
fight against this "sinful self." Frequently the outward life
knows a degree of victory and spiritual attainment. But
alas—the battle rages within and the defects of the soul
cannot be reconciled with victory in Christ.
The defeats spoken of by Paul in chapter 7, need not be
harmonized with his biography. His purpose in using the
first person is to produce reality. The chapter covers great
breadth of experience. There is the state of innocency
without a knowledge of law (verse 9). There is the
resultant spiritual death (verses 10-14). A nature is implanted which delights in the law of God (verse 22), but
coexistent is the " . . . sin that has its lodging in me"
(verse 20). This old nature, which fights against the law
of God in man's unregenerate state, comes into sharp
conflicts with the new nature of the believer.
This conflict often takes on a certain evil sophistication. The commandment used to illustrate this in chapter
7 is, "Thou shalt not covet" (verse 7). This, at the conclusion of the decalogue, is a spiritual summation of the
whole law. Its candle searches the inner recesses of the
heart. It reveals desires, passions and motives. Here selfrighteousness is exposed with all its hypocrisy. The believer cries out with the Apostle " . . . who on earth can
set me free from the clutches of my own sinful nature?"
(7:24 Phillips)
Thank God, Paul does not end with the believer in
despair. He concludes, "I thank God there is a way out
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (7:25 Phillips). The same
Redeemer whose death cancelled the guilt of our sins
also liberates us from the sin principle itself. He made
abundant provision that we could give Him a pure, if not
a full, measure of the devotion He deserves. We may offer
to Him, if we will, the homage of a holy heart. All that
God has willed for us is realized through Jesus Christ.
By our baptism we symbolically declared it. Total
immersion signifies total death to sin; complete emersionfulness of life to righteousness. Provided by Jesus—the old
man is crucified, dead if you please—the body of sin is
destroyed—henceforth we should not serve sin. (6:1-6
K.J.V.)
This cleansing must be appropriated by faith even
as forgiveness is received by faith. We must believe God!
(Continued on page thirteen)
(3)
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In the Crucible of Life
Simon A. Lehman, Jr.

experience stands the test in the cruciof daily living. It is a life as well as an experience.
TWeblehasten
to say that this life cannot be lived aside from
HE SPIKIT-FILLED

an encounter with Christ, where God is made real through
the work of His Spirit in the New Birth. This article is
also foundationed upon a deeper and abiding life in Christ
entered into subsequent to regeneration whereby the
trusting heart is delivered from the bondage of self, filled
with the Holy Spirit, and set aflame by the love of God
to serve the Lord with gladness. It is a dynamic life. It
is a life filled with power. In coming to the point of
the manner of the holy life we will seek to speak of
relationships in the sanctified life.
Its relation to God
Its relation to man
Its relation to self
Its relation to sin

Its Relation to God
God's supreme sovereignty requires a befitting holiness
of life and heart in His worshippers and followers. "But
ye shall receive power after the Holy Ghost is come upon
you." Power is hard to define but easy to discern. Joe
Brice wrote:
"Pentecost was a surcharging of human personality
with divine energy; an infusion of the strength of Christ,
an inpouring of impulsive grace, creating a plentitude of
ability." The power realized in Acts 2:1-4 was not physical,
intellectual, or that of human personality. It was the power
of the divine person, the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit dwells in the believer and the believer in
the Spirit. The Holy Spirit finds in the believer His home,
medium and means. The believer finds in the Spirit his
sphere and element (Rom. 8:9). The Holy Spirit is the
element in which the soul lives and moves and has its
being. The element of man's natural life is the atmosphere
and in order to five, man must be in the atmosphere and
the atmosphere in the man. The element of the spiritual
life is the Holy Spirit. Man must, therefore, be in the
Spirit and the Spirit in man. Now the element must be
greater, wider and larger than the creature living in it.
So it is with the Spirit. He fills the earth, fills the soul, and
we five in Him. All the resources that are in Him are for
the supply of each. One cannot monopolize Him, exhaust
Him or diminish Him. To receive the command to be filled
with His presence implies the possibility of so opening the
avenues of one's fife that He may fill every part of it.
Rev. Lehman is the pastor of the Mechanicsburg (Pa.) Congregation and Chairman of the Board of Benevolence.
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The Spirit-filled believer has a supreme love for God;
Jesus Christ is the supreme example for His thought and
action and the Holy Spirit is the indwelling fullness of the
abiding presence of the living God. The walk is delightful.
The fellowship is most endearing. The communion is most
joyous. His presence is power, assurance and victory. And
now, the "other cheek" and the "second mile" are possible
not as a demanding legalism but a cheerful willingness.
Its Relation to Man
Nearly every New Testament letter has two basic
divisions. The doctrinal and the practical implication for
individual or group living. As there are no two individual
beings physically and emotionally alike, so there are no
two Christian experiences alike. There are similarities in
all persons which identify them as members of the human
family and there are likewise similarities in the lives of the
regenerated and sanctified saints. To endeavor to press for
uniformity of details is to err in our concept of the holy
life. This error is not only found within the ranks of believers but also in the expectations of the unbelievers.
Therefore, the church has suffered much by so-called inconsistencies. Having said this, we must admit that there
is too much inconsistency among those who call themselves Christians. The Apostle Paul in the great chapter
of deeper things (I Thess. 4) writes concerning brotherly
love—"we beseech and earnestly exhort you, brethren,
that you excel in this matter more and more; to make it
your ambition and definitely endeavor to live quietly and
peacefully, to mind your own affairs, and to work with
your own hands, as we charged you; so that you may
bear yourselves becomingly, be correct and honorable and
command the respect of the outside world . . . "
Zacharias prophesied that God expected His people
to, "serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before Him, all the days of our life"; (Luke l:74b,75).
The exhortation of the Ephesian Letter is to, "Let all
bitterness, and wrath, and anger and clamour and evil
speaking, be put away from you with all malice: and
be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you";
(4:31,32). Wm. S. Deal says: "The Spirit-filled life is a
conquest for the best in life for the individual and the
highest service to his fellowmen in co-operation with the
indwelling Holy Spirit."
Its Relation to Self
One of the greatest problems for the individual Christian is that he has the same physical body with which to
(Continued on page thirteen)
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In the Fellowship of the Church
Martin H. Schrag
us
and ask that basic
Lplan question:
What is the end toward which God's grand
of redemption moves? The plan of salvation not only
ET

STRETCH OUR SPIRITUAL VISION

gives meaning to my personal experience when I accept
and serve Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord; it also indicates that the real meaning of history is that eternal
kingdom beyond history. When history is consummated in
eternity; when in the fullness of time all things are united
in Him; the saints will live with God as God's holy people.
This consummation of redemption will be the holy community, the holy brethren in Christ. This marvelous vision
of fulfillment immediately puts into focus the relation of
holiness to the gathered fellowship. The holy brotherhood
on earth is the beginning and foreshadowing of the holy
community in heaven.
One thing the Brethren in Christ understood with
clarity in the nineteenth century (which has in recent
years been rediscovered in Biblical studies) is that salvation means not only a new life for the individual but a
new group life for all those who are in Christ. When I am
united with God, I am also united in a person to person
relationship with all others who are in Christ. The counterpart of personal salvation is corporate reconciliation. Love,
harmony, and fellowship are not only to characterize my
relationship with my Saviour but also with my brother.
As the first River Brethren confession of faith stated of the
converted: " . . . and since such children now love Him,
who begot them, so they also now love them that are begotten of Him, and this acknowledge we to be a believing
body of Christian believers, united through the unity of
the Spirit." (quoted from copy in the Sarah Bert papers,
Brethren in Christ Archives). The references to Spiritcreated unity should be underlined.
What I am suggesting in no way nullifies or minimizes
the historic Brethren and Biblical emphasis on personal
conversion and personal sanctification. Those who covenanted near the Susquehanna River in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania to form the River Brethren Church clearly
perceived the depth of man's inner perversity—his sin.
Such a problem would not yield to easy solutions but
would require the radical surgery of God's grace in a
crisis conversion experience. "Ye must be born again." But
this was only the beginning of God's gifts for, as the
Brethren discerned more and more, Christ, the God-man,
had through the Atonement opened the Way to the victorious life. Spirit filled meant sin emptied. Holiness could
be a heart reality for those who fully yielded themselves
to the Holy Spirit.
But is holiness to be only an inner personal possession?
No, it is the foundation of and opens the possibility for
lifting the life of the people of God to the level of the
sanctification of the corporate life in the local congregation. We must not lose sight of all that the New Testament
has to say about love and fellowship being the quality of
Dr. Schrag is Associate Professor of Christian History, Messiah
College.
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fife among those united in Christ. Personal holiness can be
and should be the motivation for group holiness. This
is the glorious possibility for those informed by both the
Wesley an and the Anabaptist traditions. This is also the
Biblical ideal.
One can not read the Bible without realizing that
God was, and is, centrally concerned with the creation
of His holy people (Exodus 19:6; I Peter 2:9). In the
context of God's grace and saving action (freeing the
Israelites from Egyptian bondage and promising them
the Promised Land) God covenanted (established a personal relationship) with His people and gave them the
Law so that Israel might through grace bring into being
a society in which mutuality, sharing, concern for fellow
believer, equity, and harmony would prevail. One would
do well to read the Old Testament prophets in this light.
In the New Testament Jesus called the twelve together as the foundation of the new people of God. He
instructed them as to the quality of life that was to be
realized in the brotherhood and instituted the new covenant between God in Christ and the new holy people.
On the day of Pentecost the pouring out of the Holy Spirit
resulted in the creation of this new people; a people whose
corporate sanctification is shown by the words that they
"were of one heart and soul" (Acts 4:32) and they had fellowship "with glad and generous hearts" (Acts 2:46).
The holy nature of the people of God is clearly indicated in Ephesians 5:25-27, "Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself
for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that he might present it
to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish."
The New Testament church was the bridgehead of
heaven brought into being by the grace of God; love was
supreme; it was a fellowship which was the starting point
of that full fellowship that shall be ours in eternity.
If I may return to Brethren in Christ history, I would
call attention to the writing of one who in 1892 signed
himself, "An Old Brother" (Evangelical Visitor, May 15,
p. 148). He stated that "the very design of the gospel
is to destroy all enmity and malice and make and have
peace." Along the same line the saintly sister, Sarah McTaggart wrote (E. V., Dec. 1, 1887):
Help us to love each other too
this is the chief command that's given
Whereby we may all sin subdue
and find at last a rest in heaven.
When the love of God is shed abroad in hearts, the result
will be "a common brotherhood, loving one another, doing
for one another." (Amos Z. Myers, E. V., July 15, 1895, p.
210). The point I am making is that the Brethren understood in the last century that the grace of God could
bring into being a redeemed quality of corporate life
among those who were one in Christ.
(Continued on page fourteen)
(5)

From the Other Side of the Fence
Grace Holland
For the past several years I have been trying to help
new missionaries learn Ndebele—having grammar classes,
encouraging them to use what they know, trying to keep
them from getting discouraged, urging them to try to
understand what is going on in church services. Now the
tables are turned and I am on the learning side again.
(Not that I had stopped learning Ndebele. It's a lifetime
job!)
Yesterday I sat through a service—with a bare comprehension what it was all about only because I knew
ahead of time what the speaker's subject was to be. I
badly needed someone to tell me, "Keep trying. It can be
done!"
It really is frustrating not to be able to talk to everyone, now that we have moved to Zambia. Fortunately
there is a lot of carry-over from Ndebele to Tonga in
grammar and even in vocabulary, but as I spend those uncomprehending hours in church and in other contacts I
am impressed again with two things.

First, learning a new language is a tremendous job.
And second, it is absolutely essential for the best kind
of missionary work.
I wish I could let you feel some of the agonies one
goes through in learning to talk all over again. Only a
few weeks ago we were feeling Bro. Keefer's frustrations
—and I'm sure you must know how systematically and
conscientiously he would attempt to learn. He will learn
it, too, and so will a lot of other missionaries I know, who
care enough to be frustrated.
And thank God that so many missionaries are caring
these days. To me this is a sign that we want to be missionaries in every sense of the word. We want to share
the lives of our people here. We want to understand them
as deeply as possible. We want to communicate God's
love to them in word and in deed. We use both these
methods of communication when we learn their language.
Won't you take a few minutes right now to pray for
missionaries studying language? Ask God to give us determination, courage, time to study, and a supernatural
ability to remember and use what we learn. We "desire
earnestly the best gifts" and we want to speak in tongues
too!

CHRISTIANITY and RACE
Pearson Mweetwa, Choma Secondary School
is
to believe the change which came to my
Ievery
thinking when I began to read the Bible for myself. As
Christian, I believed that the Bible was the final
T

VERY HARD

authority on all moral issues. So I turned to the Word of
God.
In the first book, Genesis, I found that God created
man in His own image as a symbol of their worth and
equality in His own eyes. God did not select one race for
this honour, nor did He say this was a prize to the more
cultivated and civilized.
What struck m.e most in this book is that the creation
of man was before the entry of sin into the world. I then
could not sleep well. Now I am beginning to understand
that it is the outworking of sin that makes men of this
world think that because they belong to a certain race,
they are superior. If we consider the Bible account we
shall not find any justification for the idea that when
a certain race reaches our level we can then worship the
Lord in one church.
In this world today many preachers have not realized
the badness of racial discrimination. They preach that
it is sin to steal but say nothing about the person who
says that a black Negro in America is inferior to a white
American. They say nothing about those who say God's
children with white skins have the dignity of Divine
creation unconditionally, while those with black skins or
yellow must prove their worthiness before that dignity
is extended to them.
The Christians in this world should heed the lesson
of the parable which Jesus taught in the New Testament.

It is the parable of the Good Samaritan. We as Christians

(6)

see the poor Negro being rejected by the white society
but we just walk by. We see a black-skinned African in
South Africa being refused to attend a white man's church
and we just keep quiet. Yet from our mouths come these
words, "Our Father, who art in Heaven." Are we sure
that we are including these, God's black children, when
we say this?

nUVCVD WArLEZA' HHldWEANri

"The Holy Spirit came to the Church" says the motto at the top.
"The ground is very level around the Cross." With all its faults,
the true Church of Jesus Christ is integrated. Let us all, black and
white, seek to live up to our profession of Him in whom there
is "neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is all, and in all,"

Col, 3sll.

Evangelical Visitor

I see in the Bible that a genuine Christian exalts those
who in the eyes of the world are inferior or uncivilized.
I would like to see in Zambia, my country, a school for
all preachers that they might be taught to proclaim to
the world that men must not be judged by their color.
I would then send them to preach the truth of the Word
of God.
An American Negro would then no longer question
the religion of God. An African would learn that it was
sin that had made a distinction between white and black.
We as Christians must be careful that we do not exclude ourselves from the circle of this great family by our
excluding others who are equally the children of God.
The world will be at peace when it learns that God
has equal favor for all His creation.
For an English composition, one of the choices given was, "A
World Problem I'd Like to Solve." Dorothy Gish sent in this
response from Pearson Mweetwa. Writing of him personally, she
says, "Pearson, Form V (equivalent, or above, of a high school
Senior. Page E d . ) , is our long distance runner, his record for
cross country being five miles in 25 minutes. H e has brought quite
a bit of fame to our school. I thought this essay might be food
for thought for some Christians on that side of the Atlantic, too."

MAENO'S "CHURCH"
Harvey

Sider

"Quite a number of churches heard the story of the
conversion of Maeno, with the chains and jewelry I
displayed at home. Actually, to tell the whole story
would take a couple pages—making the article too
long," wrote Supt. Harvey Sider. In a write-up on the
Homemdkers Course, she was mentioned as "Mino,
our jewel of 1966" (Ev. Visitor, June 20, 1966, p. six).
AENO was a persecuted witch.
M
When a child fell sick, the fingers were pointed at
her with the accusation, "Maeno has cast the evil spell

on the child." Accusations arose to the point of calling
her a cannibal guilty of eating children. Periodically, the
villagers tied her with chains and beat her in an effort to
rid the village of this great evil—but to no avail.
Then, just over two years ago, the good news that
Jesus came to release trie captives reached Maeno. In
spite of persecution and beatings Maeno believed and
became a radiant Christian.
Though no other Christians lived nearby, by the leading of the Holy Spirit and her occasional contacts with
other Christians at the Leader's Meetings, Maeno began
to grow spiritually. Among other things she soon learned
that Christians give gifts to their Lord; and Maeno also
found in this a great joy. Out of her poverty, she gave
the two most precious possessions she had—a piece of
solid silver used by the silversmiths in the bazaars of
India for jewelry, and, in addition, her silver bracelets.
The former was given as a love gift to her Lord for her
redemption; and the latter, to enable her to attend the
Banmankhi Homemakers Course.
a a a o a e e e

Since her conversion two years have slipped by. Then
during this year's Christmas touring season we finally
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The Dedication. Left

foreground: Maeno; right
Benjamin Mirandy.

foreground:

Rev.

arrived at her village. It was a cold damp morning—and
such, too, was the reaction of the village to the Christian
message offered in those early hours. After the concluding
prayer, we began to climb into the jeep to proceed to the
next village, when Maeno called out, "Come and see my
church. I want it dedicated today."
We were all greatly surprised; for there was only one
other Christian woman in the village and no church in
sight. But knowing the simplicity of Maeno's faith, we
permitted her to lead us about one hundred feet to the
edge of the village. We came to a stop on a spot of bare
ground under a large spreading tree. With sparkling eyes
and beaming face, Maeno happily announced, "This is
our church." A brief prayer and the "church" was dedicated.
The fact that the tree was their "church" was not unusual; for many of our Christian groups, lacking the
financial means to build a church, worship under trees.
But here were two simple Christian women, in a hostile
village, openly worshipping the Lord.
Not only by their lives and private witness, but by
regularly and openly worshipping the Lord in their
"church," these two women give open testimony of their
faith and of God's transforming power.

NICARAGUA NOTES
Part of a February letter from the

Wolgemuths

December, with rains every day—something
A
the press said only happened once before in Nicaragua's recorded history—was followed in January by more
N UNUSUAL

rain, high wind, earthquakes and tremors—150 tremors in
one week. Several caused a lot of damage to some schools
and to the Baptist Hospital. Forty per cent of the houses
in two large housing developments will have to be rebuilt, the families having had to move out. Many slept on
sidewalks.
People were surely filled with fear and we had a good
opportunity to witness. One night recently when we had
a hard tremor in prayer meeting, the people remained
(Continued on page eleven)
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CHRISTIAN EI

WINTER RETREAT By CARLISLE C. C.'s

ALL ABOARD!

Youth

- Sunday Sc»

For Ashurst Lodge
of the Carlisle, Pennsylvania congregation
received a letter from their advisors, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Barr in late January:
"There is still time to be a part of our Youth Winter
Retreat. Plan to come and bring a friend. The more the
merrier. The following information . . . "
Combining enthusiasm, hard thinking for new ideas,
and willingness to work long hours in preparation, the
retreat became a positive "advance" for the young people.
Fifty-one CC's bundled up and headed for Ashurst
Lodge, 100 miles away, by bus on Friday, February 16th,
for a weekend of ice skating, tobogganning and skiing.
Seven counsellors went along.
Although much time was spent outdoors, ample times
were provided for fellowship with spiritual emphasis. Don
Shafer, Director of Sunday Schools, was the speaker and
the retreat theme was: "Commission: Communicate
Christ!"
Yes, such a venture costs money, and most teens were
out of funds yesterday! Here's how that problem was
handled. Sponsors were solicited and asked to give $10
for a young person's expenses. The recipient then had to
scrape up the remaining $4.
Pastor Winger reports this sidelight. "Two girls from
Messiah Children's Home were invited, and they made
a significant contribution to the week-end!"
He goes on to say that "only one of our group had
ever skiied before, but by the end of a couple of hours
on the slope with an instructor, we were all 'skiing'!" He
made the run himself from top to bottom non-stop, and
managed to stay on the skis for most of the trip. If you
want to learn how to fall down on a ski slope without
really stopping, he will show you the way!
Following the talks by Don Shafer and one by the
pastor, the discussion groups came alive as young people
talked frequently' and freely. In connection with the Sunday morning service, Billy Graham's "sermon notes" were
distributed. The young people were urged to take notes
—and they did. These then became a basis for the Sunday
School lesson time which followed.
The Women's Missionary Society served a lunch to the
returning young people at the church on Sunday afternoon.
The teens reported in the evening service. At first they
only talked about the good times they had enjoyed in
recreation, but then "on their own, came through with
a strong affirmation of the spiritual dimensions of the
retreat. This was most gratifying!" reports Pastor Winger.
The Youth Directors in the congregation were actually
responsible for giving the incentive to the weekend, but
the young people themselves planned the program and
carried through very well.
Are they going to do something similar next year?
ALL TEENAGERS

You better believe it!
(8)

Paul Hostetler

Members of the Planning Committee for the Carlisle Youth
Retreat. Left to right—Mr. and Mrs. Robert Barr, Rick Potteiger,
Barb Snyder, Pat Wert, Rev. Walter Winger.

Angles For Teens
OBTUSE
ACUTE

ANGLE—"A

bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush."

ANGLE—Moses
"considered the reproach of Christ
greater wealth than treasures . . . because
he looked to the future . . ." (Heb. 11:26)

A children's speaker held a half apple in one saucer and
the four seeds cut from it in another. He asked a little girl
to come forward.
"Which would you rather have, Karla?"
It didn't take Karla long to decide. She went for the
apple!
When the speaker prepared the object lesson the items
were left on a table at home. Coming back a few minutes
later, he found you-know-what missing. His 16 year old
had made short work of the inviting food. The seeds rested
in peace.
In his talk, he pointed out that the wiser choice would
have been the seeds because they could grow into trees and
easily yield 500 bushels of fruit. With the 4 trees producing
2,000 bushels of around 100 apples each, selection of the
seeds promised 400,000 times more eating than taking the
food at hand.
But how tempting it is to settle for less with the "bird
in hand" rather than think long for something much better.
Young Esau made this mistake. Because he was the oldest
son, the major share of his father's inheritance would come
to him. It was worth thousands of dollars and much prestige.
But one day he traded all this for a bowl of stew. (Gen.
25:27-34)
Many people rebel against godly restraints because they
"want to have fun." And there is some fun in sinful activities.
Moses agreed to this but he knew they were a "fleeting enjoyment." Taking the long look, he turned his back on
sinful Egypt with its luxury and power, and chose to live
with his own people who were slaves. He had much less
b u t was much happier. Funny how such things work.
RIGHT

ANGLE—The
long range plan with God is always
better than the short sighted choice of
present
pleasure.
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A Personal Experience of God
Alvin D. Johnson

of God is everything a personal
A experience experience
with another person can be ideally . . . and
PERSONAL

more. Therefore, there must be communication, sharing,
working together, hoping together, even failing together
at times. But if all of these can be experienced with another person, where then is the unique element in a personal experience of God?
A person to person experience is on an equal plane;
it is an experience with a peer. That peer is fallible, as
are you; finite, he is subject to time and decay; changeable,
again as you.
A person to God relationship is not equal, for with
God we are dealing with the infinite, the all-powerful, the
infallible. "Hardly a good basis for a lasting friendship
or experience," our first thoughts might be.
However, is not this the basis upon which personal
experiences are made when it comes to different generations? A father, for example, has a personal, growing experience with his child, and yet they are not equal in
strength, experience, or learning. This difference does not
exempt a father, son or daughter from having a wonderfully satisfying and maturing relationship. Is there perhaps a new depth of understanding and meaning to Jesus'
calling God, Father?
A personal experience with God is first the recognition
of an unseen Being. This unseen Being is interested in the
friendship we can offer. The Being is not looking for an
equal, but for an experience, a personal experience, of
which I am one of the necessary elements. Though the
Being is unseen, he is not unfelt, for it is through our
feelings, our hopes and aspirations, our love, our inspirations that he can communicate with us and we with Mm.
Insights into this loving heart of God can be seen in
Jesus' stories of the lost coins, sheep, younger son. It can
be seen in Jesus' acceptance of little children, sinners,
publicans. It can be seen most powerfully in the anguished
cry of reconciliation from the cross, "Father, forgive them
for they know not what they do."
God is obtainable. He can be found if we call on Him.
He is always ready and longing for our friendship. Indeed,
he is not complete without our friendship though he
created the ends of the earth, and though he is from the
beginning of time and forever.
A personal experience with God is a growing relationship. And the wisdom and knowledge gained by a human
being is seen revealed in God. Not that God changes but
that with new insights a human being is continually
amazed at the depths of God's wisdom and knowledge.
College freshmen and sophomores go through this amazing experience with parents, where parents are suddenly
imbued with new knowledge and amazing wisdom though
they have changed not a whit. The growing experience
of God is continual revelation. He reveals himself in every
experience of life as an understanding, concerned, loving,
forgiving, guiding Father.
A human to human relationship sometimes comes to its
limits, and one outgrows the other. Not so with the
person-Divine experience, for it is a continual growing
and enriching relationship. A person never outgrows God,
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and the longer the personal experience, the greater the
depth and significance. The Old and New Testaments
have many examples of personal experiences of God. God
is a fearful experience to Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and to Isaiah. He is an experience of love and patience
to Hosea, of justice to Amos. He is a poetic ideal to David,
of wisdom to Ecclesiastes. He speaks to Mary and he leads
Jesus into the wilderness. He is shining white truth to
Paul and he is love to John.
God is all things to all men. Each personal experience
is unique, and yet the sum of these experiences is that
God is august, pure, truth, justice, mercy, grace, love. He
is what men need to live their lives as they ought.
My personal experience of God is a combination of
all I read in the Bible, all I know from church history and
the current fellowship of the church as I had to experience
it today. Further, it is the communication and guidance
which comes to me through his Holy Spirit. It is the
sense of right and wrong which is built into me. It is my
aspiration and hope. It is a continual tension toward excellence.
God is wholly and holy Other. I cannot possibly encompass him in my life, my thought and imagination. Some
years ago my little boys would run down to the Atlantic
Ocean and come back with pails filled. "This is the Atlantic
Ocean," they would exclaim. It was and it wasn't. I have
a real but small part of the measureless God.
My personal experience of God is real and changes my
life. I am not the same as when I did not know him. I was
made and am continually being made a new creature
because of this personal experience.
At the present time I love him with my whole heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and seek to serve him with joy.
However, should illness come, should my thinking be
clouded or changed with age or other factors, I believe
by faith that God would not change in his relationship
to me.
God loves. God forgives. God judges. God is merciful.
He will continue to love, forgive, judge, be merciful after
I am no more here on earth.
We can be separated in a person-to-person relationship,
but we shout with triumph with Paul, "For I am sure that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."
A personal experience of God is what makes life meaningful. And it is that experience which makes sense of the
world in which we live. It also gives a promise of another
world in which the fellowship and the personal experience
of God will continue throughout all eternity.
This personal experience of God lights up the future
even though the future is unknown. Even as faith in the
strength and ingenuity of man becomes realistically suspect so far as personal security is concerned, so faith in
God becomes increasingly sure and certain. Our trust in
God grows though our faith in man may waver and be
uncertain. We hope and continually work for the possi(Continued on page fourteen)
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\ #OLUNTARY SERVICE is a phenomenon of our times t h a t reflects our Chris"
t i a n understanding of discipleship. While this is not a totally n e w
concept, t h e current world order of social structures has brought into being
organized programs with which individuals can associate and find avenues
of significant service. I t must be recognized t h a t t h e existence of t h e
Selective Service System of our government h a s been a major factor in
stimulating t h e historic peace churches t o pioneer in Voluntary Service
programs. I t could be noted t h a t Voluntary Service pre-dated and served
as a p a t t e r n for t h e Peace Corps.
While most focus h a s been on Voluntary Service as a n a r m of Missions
and Relief-type ministries across t h e world, other programs a r e being
served a s well. I n t h e Brethren in Christ Church Voluntary Service is also
being given to the following institutions: Messiah College (Pa.) ; Niagara
Christian College (Ontario) ; Messiah Home (Pa.) ; Mt. Carmel Home
(111.) ; Mile High Pines Camp (Cal.) ; C a m p Lakeview (Mich.).

BOOT TRAINING

Service a t Messiah College
Following a r e brief reports on seven young men who have p u t into
practice their commitment to t h e Voluntary Service principle on t h e
campus of Messiah College.

JONAS K. STOLTZFUS—To the question, "Can serving in

a Voluntary Service position have any real meaning?"
Jonas answers, "Yes, IF. If I serve from the standpoint of
a sincere willingness to contribute myself without necessarily being concerned with any personal benefits that I
may gain. If I can involve myself wholly in the work and
problems of the job that I have, not just a mundane eight
hours a day but a maximum utilization of any God-given
talents or abilities. If I can sincerely look at each day's
work as an opportunity for serving my God and fellowmen."

KONRAD G. OBERHOLSER—Looking back over two significant years of service and experience, Konrad says, "I
count it a real privilege to be a part of this program of
Voluntary Work. I can surely say it has been a blessing
to serve at Messiah. First, it has been a blessing to know
that this was the place where God wanted me. Secondly,
it was a blessing to work with people who love the Lord
and enjoy giving themselves in service . . . I would like
to share two verses that mean a lot to me: Philippians 3:10
and 14." Konrad enjoyed working with the Grantham
congregation as a leader in the Stockade of Christian
Service Brigade, assistant S.S. teacher, and usher.
STEVEN HOOVER—After one year of college, Steve, who
hails from Abilene, Kansas, took a Voluntary Service assignment at Messiah College, "informed that I would be
working with general maintenance. Since I have been
here I have done a wide variety of jobs and have expanded
my skills and acquired a few more. I know that I will
leave here with much more than I brought along."
Out of his own experience, Steve says he would strongly encourage a fellow who is contemplating taking a stand
as a conscientious objector to do so. In Voluntary Service,
he feels you can give legitimate and worthwhile service
to society and to the Lord. At the completion of his
service Steve expects to return to farming with his Dad
at Abilene.

(10)
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Nicaragua Notes

IN DISCIPLESHIP
JOSEPH SOMMERS—With a positive testimony of saving
grace, Joe says, "I find it a real joy serving the Lord . . .
when He answers my prayers and when I am tested and
tried . . . I give all the honor and glory to my Saviour for
He shed His blood for me. My only desire is to draw
closer and be more Christ minded."
Joe further testifies, "that the Lord helps me every
day at work and I know that this is the place, here at
Messiah, that the Lord wants me to be in service for
Him,"
Speaking of enjoying his work, Joe comments on the
variety—from sitting behind a desk to answer the phone
for the boss, to cleaning out the sewer plant, to getting
water out of the flooded "Commons" on a Sunday afternoon.

DENNIS JUNN—A man of varied interests, Dennis presently serves as custodian for the Men's Residence Hall.
He can be seen participating with instrumental groups at
college functions.
From Eastlake, Ohio, Dennis is a member of the
Evangelical United Brethren Church. Dennis says, "I enjoy my work very much. When the students are away,
however, I usually do interior painting; this provides a
welcomed change of pace."

(Continued from page seven)
quite calm and began to sing, "How happy are the believers!"
Our prayer meeting attendance varies from 30 to 40,
the greater part of whom are believers. We have started
a doctrine class to prepare believers for baptism; however, there are problems as a number of couples are not
married. We plan to help them get married.
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE in Esquipulas was
lower in 1967 than in 1966— but with a more steady
group. Hindrances were many: registration for elections,
political clinic, political riot, opposition from the other
church, etc., all over the Sunday School hour. Yet we had
an average of 87-plus at Esquipulas and 96-plus at Schick.
CLINIC: We serve around 50 people per month.
Thank God for our Christian Dr. Eduardo Aragon who
gives his services free.
We were happy to have Brother and Sister Kenneth
Winger visit Nicaragua for the second time since we are
here. They said they could see a real change: for one
thing, more adults attending. Esquipulas has changed so
much—more houses, a small super-market, two schools, a
theater, more bars, etc. The village is soon to have water
as the pump is now being installed. That will be a great
day when water is flowing through the pipes. Everything
takes time in this country; this project is going since
April, 1967.
Prayer request: Pray for guidance for the work in
Schick, since another denomination has purchased a lot
within two short blocks from the patio where we have
our Sunday School. They are planning to put up a chapel
and put a resident pastor there. We need your prayers
for grace and guidance.

LABBY BRAUEN—A native of Clarence Center, New

York, Larry is one of several members of his congregation
currently in Voluntary Service. Reflecting a strong Christian Service orientation he says, "I chose Messiah College
for the fulfillment of my alternate service because I wanted
to serve in a church-related program . . . My service at
Messiah is going very fast and I enjoy the diversity of
work with which I am confronted in the College Relations
department."
To Larry, Voluntary Service has been a learning experience, particularly related to the theory and actual
practice of the non-resistant way of life. Part of his term
of service at the college has been in general maintenance.
JOHN ROSENBERGER—John is from Dallas Center, Iowa,
and has the specific assignment of "grounds" work on the
campus, looking after lawns, shrubbery, etc.
When not involved out-of-doors, he performs many
miscellaneous tasks such as preparing for school activities
and functions, laundry service, and oversight of facilities
while in use by off-campus groups.
John says, "I've now served the Messiah College family
for six months and am finding my work both challenging
and rewarding—challenging in the sense of being faced
with new responsibility and learning new skills—rewarding when we sense the gratitude of those we serve, which
gives us inner-satisfaction."
•
Following service John hopes to continue his college
work, majoring in Business Education.
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Higher Education Aid — India

it is important that some of our young people1
be trained in high school and college, a system
of scholarships is being worked out. Monies for these
scholarships are to be sought in beyond-the-budget
reserves and projects.
"Plan and curriculum have been drawn up for
sessions in both Theological and Administrative
teaching," writes Field Superintendent Sider, "to be
carried on during September and October, D. V. this
year. I think we have something very practical and
very worthwhile lined up."
INCE

God made man a thinking being with inner and
outer reaches after truth which can only be fully
met by exploring under divine guidance. The challenge of Indian intellects must not be neglected. If
divine guidance is not provided and followed, we
have intricate godless systems of religion and philosophy. Higher education can thus be the entrance into
a deeper understanding of God or it can become a
maze of godless speculation, as hydra-headed Hinduism itself illustrates. Let us never forget that while
the Gospel is simple, it is also profound and men's
intellect must be stimulated to sound this profundity
or it will turn to less worthy pursuits.

cm

Pastor and Pew
PREACHING
Dr. B. H. Phaup
gets the feeling at times that preaching is
O
coming into disrepute. This ought not so to be. Some
are even bold enough to suggest that preachers are no
NE ALMOST

longer necessary. Much that ministers have done in times
past has been transferred to civil officials and laymen.
Numerous churches require, and only desire, one sermon
per week.

It would appear that God has always had a place in
His plan for the preacher, or his counterpart. Different
individuals of the Old Testament, but especially the
prophets, filled this role. On occasions, it was even stated
that these men were to preach the message of God. In the
New Testament, Jesus was a preacher; Peter, James and
John were preachers; Paul and Apollos were preachers;
and the roll can be extended.
One would be forced to do almost exhaustive study
to find a great religious movement to which preaching
was not in some sense related. This does not say that everything hinges upon preaching, but it does indicate that
God has always had a place for His ministers. When He
set the framework of the church in this dispensation, He
included several ministerial categories, all of which are
of great importance. There were to be pastors and evangelists. The Reformation had its Luther. The English revival had its Wesley and Whitefield. The early American
revivals had such as Asbury and Coke. The holiness revival of the last century had its Inskip, Cookman, and
others.
When revival blessings have been forthcoming, certain
able men have poured forth truth from the pulpit. Is it
not true that when God desires to revive and renew His
work, He looks for a man? And when there is no man
to fill the gap serious deterioration follows.
The eighth chapter of Acts is a wonderful "preaching"
chapter. These men preached Christ to the people. In
verse five Philip "preached Christ" to the city of Samaria,
and in verse thirty-five the Ethiopian eunuch had "preached
unto him Jesus." The preaching of Christ is at the heart
of this ministry. A Person is preached; yea, the divine
person is proclaimed. This leaves little room for the preaching of one's self, or of human personalities or innovations.
When one preaches Christ, he preaches Him as the
divine, incarnate Son of God. He preaches Him as the
only one who can change the hearts of needy men. He
preaches calvary, the cross, the shed blood as the cure
for sin.
When one preaches Christ, he preaches Him as "made
unto us wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption." He preaches Him as the ascended Lord;
the Mediator, the High Priest; the one who now makes
intercession and represents the soul in the presence of
God. When Christ is preached, He is preached as the
Head of the Church; as the One who is gathering together
a bride unto himself; as the One who is soon coming again
to take unto himself His redeemed; as One who will be
crowned with glory and honor through all eternity. Preach
Christ!
(12)

It is also noted in this chapter, verses four and twentyfive, that during this period of persecution, led largely by
Saul, the people who "were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word." This comes again to the heart
of preaching. The Old Testament abounds with that which
relates to this truth. The prophets of God were not to
speak their own thoughts or desires, but rather a "thus
saith the Lord." Whenever one dared to substitute something other than what God pronounced, he found himself
in serious difficulty. When God sent Jonah to Nineveh, his
specific commission was to "preach the preaching that I
bid thee."
How often there is a dearth of Bible preaching. There
seems to be a feeling that this is less effective than something of a man-made message. Men may preach little
Scripture and still preach truth, but it is not "The Truth."
To be sure, Biblical passages need to be explained, interpreted, and illustrated, but the heart of the message must
be the Word of God.
"The word of God is quick (living), and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart." Here is living, powerful, pointed truth.
It is dynamic, and literally dynamite. It convicts, rather
than entertains. It lingers long after the proclamation has
been made. It brings men to a confrontation with God
and His love and mercy, as well as justice and judgment.
Whatever else one may say, whatever type of sermon
one may deliver, whatever method may be followed, be
a preacher of the Word!
It is also learned in chapter eight of the book of Acts
that they "preached the gospel in many villages of the
Samaritans." This expression does not go in a direction
different from that of preaching the Word of God, but
it emphasizes the good news of that message. It is indeed
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul warned of the
danger of preaching any other gospel than that of Christ.
Men need to hear some good news; world reports are
bad and war clouds hang around the globe. Trouble and
heartbreak stalk the streets of cities in the homeland.
Satan would cast dismal gloom over mankind, and cause
him to feel that he is living in a hopeless world. But the
gospel of Christ is still good news. Jesus Christ can change
man's night into day, his sorrow into joy, sighing into
singing. The church is on the way to final triumph. It will
not be overcome by the evil forces of the day; nor will it
succumb to the vicious onslaughts of anti-God movements.
Neither will it be intimidated and frustrated by those
who claim to be within its ranks and yet state that God
is dead. The real church has its face turned toward the
sunrise. The night is far spent and the day is at hand.
Furthermore, sinful men can be transformed. Evil
habits can be broken. The frustrations and failures of life
can be cured and mended by divine grace. The tangled
threads of life can be untangled and brought together in
a beautiful pattern. Whatever man needs to have done
to make his life rich and triumphant, the glorious gospel
of our blessed God can work that miracle in this life.
Preaching is not outdated, neither should it be downgraded. It pleases God "by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe." The very fact that God still
calls preachers indicates that God wants preachers, needs
them and will continue to ordain and use them throughout
the dispensation.
Reprinted from the Wesleyan Methodist. Used by permission.
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Biblical Basis
(Continued from page three)
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Similarly as repentance precedes and prepares the way
for saving faith, so there is a preparation of the soul for
the experience of cleansing faith. It is to this preparation
we now turn.
What is the significance of Paul's word " . . . crucified
with Christ" (6:6)? This term is not used in justification
but applies to cleansing of the heart from the sin within,
or sanctification as an experience of grace. There is a
striking parallel between the Lord's crucifixion and the
preparation of spirit for us to identify fully with Him.
Note the parallel:
The Garden—the place of yieldedness. Absolute, irrevocable, solitary surrender to the will of God. "Not my
will—but Thine!"
The Trial—the place of condemnation. " . . . The law
is spiritual; but I am not: I am unspiritual . . . " (7:14)
"For I know that nothing good lodges in me—in my unspiritual nature, I mean . . . " (7:18) The destruction of
all confidence in my old sinful nature—the confession of
pride and dejection as dual evidence of its rotten core.
The Scourging—The place of humiliation. "Come close
to God, and He will come close to you. Sinners, make
your hands clean; you who are doubleminded, see that
your motives are pure. Be sorrowful, mourn and weep.
Turn your laughter into mourning and your gaiety into
gloom. Humble yourselves before God and He will lift
you high." (James 4:8-10)
The Bearing of the Cross—The place of obedience.
God's word to ancient Judah has application here as well,
"If ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat the good of the
land." (Isa. 1:19 K.J.V.)
Crucifixion is not performed in an instant. It is a
process that reaches a culmination. There is a time when
the old man is dead. It becomes an historic fact.
Crucifixion is an act performed by another. It is impossible to crucify ourselves either physically or spiritually.
The Holy Spirit purifies the heart by faith (Acts 15:8 and
9). As the Spirit cleanses, He infills with His very presence
and power.
Every believer receives the Spirit of God at conversion.
"You cannot, indeed, be a Christian at all unless you have
something of His Spirit in you" (8:9 Phillips). But His
Spirit cannot fill until the carnal man is crucified and the
heart cleansed. Then, as Paul says in chapter 8:11, "Nevertheless, once the Spirit of Him who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead lives within you He will, by the same
Spirit, bring to your whole being new strength and vitality."
Jesus' crucifixion did not terminate in death—it led to
resurrection. Our identification with His crucifixion does
not end in death. It leads to fife in the Spirit. Here is
calvary grace. Here is resurrection grace. Here is pentecostal grace.
The cleansing of the carnal nature and the infilling
with the Holy Spirit are two aspects of the experience of
sanctification. When the heart is clean the Spirit sweetly,
and in His own sovereign way, comes and witnesses to
the spirit of the believer. Jesus spoke of this when He
said, " . . . I will love him and disclose myself to him"
(John 14:21).
The "sin that lodges in me" is crucified. The Holy
Spirit in His fulness abides. This is God's enablement for
victory. Foes will press the soul.* Battles will rage in
fierce heat. Lessons of reckoning, believing, and walking
in the Spirit will need to be learned—" . . . yielding (your
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bodies) to the service of righteousness, making for a holy
life" (6:19). Human desires will be brought again and
again into divine alignment, even as did our Lord (Luke
21:42, Hebrews 5:8) "—And yet, in spite of all, overwhelming victory is ours through him that loved us"
(8:37).

In the Crucible
(Continued from page four)
serve Christ that he had when he served Satan. We must
seek to maintain a proper balance of relationship between
the human element and the divine element in the life.
The Spirit-filled life is not all of God, nor all of human
endeavor, but a co-operative venture. The proper control
of our bodies is one of the most important factors of the
Spirit-filled life. Sanctification does not destroy any normal
bodily appetites. The Holy Spirit does not automatically
control our lives but rather gives us grace to control ourselves and power to hold in check those native tendencies
and appetites which, though not sinful in themselves,
would become so if allowed to be satisfied in illegitimate
ways.
One who especially likes apples may.go down the street
past an open display of beautiful, large, luscious, red apples.
Immediately the saliva arises in one's mouth without being
able to control it. The biological urge knows no moral
law. It simply responds to sight and smell, irrespective of
any moral issues that may be thereafter involved. The
person has no money with him to purchase the fruit and
legitimately satisfy the urge. But he does have a will. He
can turn away. This illustration may serve to cover the
whole field of natural desires and appetites and how one
is to control them. Too many persons go down in defeat
simply because they do not follow the exhortation of the
Apostle Paul in Bomans 6:18,19.
Bemember the human qualities are not destroyed any
more than your self-consciousness is destroyed. One is
still a free man—a free moral personality. One will still
have temptations, problems, sufferings, and sorrows. But
God can keep one sweet amid them. This, however, does
not make one insensitive to annoyances or immune to feelings of pain. We are still human. Becognizing this truth
is imperative to maintain a strict discipline in your will,
always keeping your body in subjection; (see I Cor. 9:27).
Bemember that the design of the Gospel is not primarily
to give a set of rules but rather to supply motives and
power for holiness.
Its Relation to Sin
"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin
that grace may abound? God Forbid. How shall we that
are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" (Bomans 6:12)
"And, having been set free from sin, you have become the
servants of righteousness, of conformity to the divine will
in thought, purpose and action." (Bomans 6:18) (Amplified). "We know absolutely that anyone born of God
does not deliberately and knowingly practice committing
Sin . . . " (I John 5:18a) (Amplified). "My little children,
I write you these things so that you may not violate God's
law and sin; but if anyone should sin, we have an advocate, one who will intercede for us with the Father—it
is Jesus Christ the all righteous, upright, just, who conforms to the Father's will in every purpose, thought, and
action." (I John 2:1) (Amplified). I believe the Bible
speaks of a life lived and motivated by perfect love and
a perfect heart. We need to remember, however, that a
perfect heart does not guarantee a perfect performance;
and a perfect motive does not assure perfect administration.
(13)

Fellowship
(Continued from page five)
As we read the Bible, we have rightly seen the central
place of the Holy Spirit in the life of the individual, but
we should also see with equal clarity the emphasis on the
Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. Let us put on faith
bifocals that enable us to see both the individual and
corporate aspects of the work of God's Spirit. The sending of the Spirit at Pentecost brought into being the
church. The book of Acts and the Epistles indicate that
the church is the community of the Holy Spirit in the
sense that He guides it and operates in its life. The
Holy Spirit is the church's life. The Spirit dwells in the
church (Ephesians 2:22).
With new bifocals we see the new truth in I John
3:24, "We know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which
he gave us" and in I John 4:13, "hereby know we that we
abide in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of
his Spirit." The Holy Spirit guided the activity of the
church, directing its missionary work (Acts 13:2), guiding its decision in church council (Acts 15:28), ruling
over its worship and fellowship (I Cor. 14), supplying
all the different gifts that were required for the common
life of the church and given to guide the church into all
truth (John 16:13). Those who lied to the church, lied to
the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3). It is also of note that often
when the Spirit fell it came down on groups of believers
(Acts 10:44). Will the Holy Spirit do less in the life of the
body of Christ than He does in the life of the individual
saint if both are yielded?
Many stumble over the concept of the church because
they (1) limit salvation to the establishing of a personal
relationship to Jesus Christ and (2) they are tied to a
concept of the invisible church—the church consisting of
the converted found in all denominations. We should keep
in mind that the concept of the invisible church gained
such prominence in church history because it proved an
acceptable rationalization for bringing the unconverted
into the church. A part of the system was infant baptism
and the territorial church. Many American Christians find
the concept of the invisible church so acceptable because
it is so compatible with our American individualism. It
permits them in the name of piety to shirk the responsibility of truly loving the brother and bringing into being
genuine fellowship.
Such is not the picture in the Bible. The Bible does
know something of the concept of the invisible church
(it is not used to rationalize a low quality of church life),
but the real emphasis in the New Testament is upon the
visibility of the converted, holy, sharing and disciplined
people of God. In the New Testament visibility does not
refer to hierarchy, organization, or geography but refers
to the gathered people of God. To seek less is to thwart
the grace of God and to be less than fully Christian.
It is, of course, true that such a group can become
ingrown. This is a peril for the individual Christian also.
The true fife in the spirit—individual or corporate—will
not be ingrown but will be a life of service, mutuality,
concern, and witness.

Experience
(Continued from page nine)
bility that the constancy and mercy, and the justice and
truth of God may permeate the thinking and acting of
all men throughout the world.
(14)

We exclaim, "How great Thou art," and a part of that
greatness becomes a part of ourselves. And though the
outer man is subject to decay and death, the inner man
is renewed by a personal experience of God.
And the "So what?" of it all comes as a challenge and
responsibility to me. Certain individuals because of childhood experiences or situations are unable to open their lives
in trust to God. There may be emotional and psychological
hindrances to a person accepting God. The fact is that
God has found his way into the heart of the unbeliever
over the centuries. He can reach to a shoe salesman and
make a D. L. Moody out of him. He can reach to Kagawa
in a Japanese slum and have him lift paeans of praise to
a "God with us."
A personal experience of God is the most wonderful
thing that has happened in my life, and I pray that it may
be the experience of everyone. To this end I try to be a
practicing Christian. I try in my corporate Christian life
to reach out to all men. I try through the church to take
on the unfinished, the impossible task, and make it mine in
my partnership with God.
Isaiah's experience is also my experience: "And I heard
the voice of the Lord saying, 'Who shall I send, and who
will go for us?' Then I said, 'Here am I. Send Me.'"
Reprinted from Baptist Leader. Used by permission.

General Conference Lodging
General Conference o f 1968 w i l l be at N i a g a r a
Christian College, Fort Erie, Ont., July 3 through July 7.
Since this happens to be the peak tourist week in
C a n a d a , l o d g i n g facilities w i l l be in high d e m a n d .
A l l congregations have received complete l o d g i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n , including forms to fill in a n d return to
the Lodging Committee. This information should now
be posted on church bulletin boards. If not, please ask
your pastor about this soon.
The committee w i l l do its best to provide free
l o d g i n g to all delegates and other members of conference on the grounds or in homes. The DEADLINE for
such applications is APRIL 15th. After that date accommodations w i l l be provided to all on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Complete motel information has been sent to each
pastor. DO NOT write to the Lodging Committee f o r
motel reservations. Negotiate directly w i t h the motel
you choose. It is extremely important that you clear
this at the earliest possible moment.
The charge for non-delegates' l o d g i n g w i l l be
$1.00 per person per night, and 50c for children if in
Brethren in Christ homes. The charge f o r accommodations in other homes w i l l be determined by the host.
People coming w i t h tents or trailers w i l l need
make reservations to camp in the park adjacent to
Conference Grounds or farther a w a y . This must
done directly w i t h the park involved. No camping
Conference Grounds. Take care o f this very soon.
The
cannot
grounds
find no

to
the
be
on

need of making all above arrangements early
be overemphasized. Persons arriving on the
without confirmed reservations, w i l l p r o b a b l y
facilities a v a i l a b l e .

For any further i n f o r m a t i o n , write to the Lodging
Committee Chairman, Mr. H a r o l d J. Thompson, Box 75,
Stevensville, O n t a r i o .

Evangelical

Visitor

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY C O N F E R E N C E
Bishop Ginder announces in the Allegheny
Echo that Avery Sollenberger, Jr., has accepted the pastorate at Altoona, Pa., and
Ernest Dohner the pastorate at Mt. Holly
Springs, Pa.
The Mt. Rock congregation, Pa., held an
election and consecration service for deacons
on February 2 1 . Benjamin Musser and Donald
Thrush were re-elected to another term of
service.
Three foreign students attending Messiah
College from Germany, Lebanon, and India,
were guest speakers in the W M P C meeting
of the Montgomery congregation, Pa., March
6.
The Christ's Crusaders of the Air Hill congregation with Pastor Roger Witter gave a
program for the Mt. Rock congregation, Sunday evening, March 3. A fellowship hour in
the parsonage basement followed the service.
Glenn Gayman and Donald Poe were recently consecrated as deacons of the Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
In the absence of Pastor Walter Winger,
Paul Snyder ministered to the Carlisle congregation, Pa., in both the morning and evening services, March 3. T h e youth of the
congregation were in charge of Junior Church.
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
The Christ's Crusaders of the Free Grace
congregation, Pa., were given an exchange
program by the Crusaders of the Duncannon
congregation. Another program featured an
illustrated talk by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Witmer about their most recent trip abroad.
Rev. Henry Landis led the Free Grace
congregation in a helpful revival series
February 7-21.
Adin Mummau, member of the Atlantic
Conference Commission on Sunday Schools,
spoke to the Manheim congregation, Pa.,
March 3 when twenty-three members were
awarded Teacher Training Certificates of
Achievement.
Missions Day at Manheim recently featured
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Ginder speaking about
their work at Mtshabezi and Wanezi Missions,
Africa. Janet Oberholtzer, who served at the
Navajo Mission, presented a challenge on
the theme, "Service."
J. Wilmer Heisey was the concluding
speaker for Christ's Crusaders Day of the
Maytown congregation, Pa. Activities of the
day had included a Sunday morning message
for youth, afternoon fellowship in the parsonage basement with music b y the Ethnics,
folksingers, and a luncheon fellowship.

•

In the Atlantic Beacon, Bishop Charlie
Byers reports the following pastoral assignments: Jesse Dourte, who was associated with
Speedwell Heights congregation for twelve
years, has answered the call to serve the
Mastersonville congregation; and John Bicksler, who was giving interim service at Maytown, has accepted their invitation for a
three-year term.
Rev. and Mrs. John Leatherman were guest
speakers in a Bible Conference at the Mt.
Pleasant church, Pa., February 25.
The Lancaster congregation, Pa., received
seven persons into church membership Sun-
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day evening, February 18. T h e following Sunday evening, Dr. Robert Smith, minister^ of
music, presented "Publish Glad Tidings," a
special review of Brethren in Christ Missions,
featuring the Chancel Choir, the congregation and the narrated word. This service was
prepared and arranged by L. Nelson Wingert,
Minister of Music of the Grantham congregation.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
The Walsingham Centre congregation, Ontario, held a consecration service March 17
for their first elected deacon, Ray Lofthouse.
Howard Hall, Springvale, Ontario, recently
shared his teaching experiences abroad in the
Walsingham Centre evening service. Under
appointment by TAP, he taught for two years
in African Teachers' College.
The Christian Service Brigades of the
Sherkston congregation, Ontario, were presented with their official charter Sunday
morning, February 25. The Pioneer Girls, just
a few days before, held a Father-Daughter
Banquet.
Rev. John Rosenberry shared with the Wainfleet congregation, Ontario, in a two-week
revival. Missionary Velma Brillinger spoke in
the Sunday morning service, February 25.
Bishop Roy Sider notes in the Canadata
that at least three Ontario pastors—Benner
from Bertie, Chester from Walsingham Centre, and Rolston from Sherkston—are teaching
religious education in elementary schools on
a regular basis. From the Saskatchewan
churches he reports that Kindersley has a
teacher training class with an enrollment of
fourteen, and Massey Place, Saskatoon, has
rented elementary school rooms across the
street for expansion.
In a continuing emphasis of spiritual renewal during the Lenten season, Dr. Nelles
Silverthorne, physician at Children's Hospital,
spoke in the Sunday morning service, March
24, of the Bridlewood congregation, Ontario.
John J. McDonald, baritone vocalist, was
featured in the evening.
CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
A charter was presented to the Pioneer
Girls of Amherst congregation, Ohio, by
Pioneer Girls Field Representative, Miss Mavis
Jansma, in the Sunday morning worship service, February 2 5 .
The Christ's Crusaders of Beulah Chapel,
Ky., presented the Servants Trio in a program
of music, Sunday evening, February 18.
In the Central Conference Star, Bishop
John Hostetter announces that Rev. Earl
Engle, Colorado Springs, Colorado, has accepted the pastorate at Nappanee, Indiana.
Interim pastor Norman Bert leaves for overseas assignment under the Board for Missions.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Dallas Center, Iowa, reports a continuing
increase in Sunday School attendance. Rev.
Charles Rife, Sr. served as evangelist for a
winter series of meetings. Five missionaries:
Ruth Hock, Gladys Lehman, Eva Mae Melhorn, and Rev. and Mrs. Graybill Brubaker,
joined the congregation in a missionary conference February 29. A fellowship dinner
hour preceded the service.
Harold Myers was recently chosen to serve
as deacon by the Dallas Center congregation.
The installation service will take place March
30.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
In connection with Regional Conference
activities, a Youth Sing-In was sponsored by
the Commission on Youth for high school and
college age young people in the Chino Church
Fellowship Hall. T h e "Committee" folk singing group joined t h e activities.
The Sandia congregation, New
dedicated their organ, debt-free,
morning, February 18.

Mexico,
Sunday

On Christ's Crusaders Sunday, February 4,
Daniel Heise spoke to the Chino congregation,
California, on, "Proving your Faith." Dean
Engle served as Sunday School superintendent,
and Evelyn De Vyust led the singing. In the
evening service Wesley Lenhert led a panel
discussion on, "What does the Church expect
of its young people, and what do the young
people expect of the Church."
Rev. Charles A. Norman led the Chino
congregation in a ten-day Spiritual Life Meeting that was particularly helpful to the youth.
Another recent church activity was the entertainment of several foreign and home missionaries at a salad luncheon February 15.
REVIVAL SERVICES
Dale Ulery at Phoneton, Ohio, March 3 1 April 7; E. J. Swalm at Bridlewood, Ontario,
April 10-14; Eber Dourte at Bellevue Park,
Pa., April 10-14; Ralph Palmer at Baltimore,
Md., May 19-27.

PASTOR LEADS BIBLE LAND TOUR
Roy Peterman, pastor o f the
M a n o r C o n g r e g a t i o n , w i l l be escorting a Bible Lands tour this summer.
The tour leaves July 18 a n d consists of 15 days in the lands o f the
Bible with an o p t i o n a l extension of
7 days in Europe. A l l inclusive
price of $ 9 4 5 .
There is still room f o r 4 - 6 persons
to join the g r o u p . Interested persons should contact immediately for
further i n f o r m a t i o n :
Rev. Roy J. Peterman
R. D. 2 , Box 126
Columbia, Pa. 17512
Telephone: ( 7 1 7 ) 2 8 5 - 5 7 9 7
Arrangements
by
WHOLESALE
TOURS
INTERNATIONAL,
INC.

Bi/ttki
ALLISON—David Alan, born March 2, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Allison, Farris
Mines congregation, Virginia.
CARR—Constance Ann, born to Mr. and Mrs.
Nelson Carr, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
DANIELS—John Tod, born February 23,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. John R. Daniels, Manheim congregation, Pa.
FESSLER—George Orie, Jr., born December
15, 1967, to Mr. and Mrs. George Fessler,
Saxton congregation, Pa.
FOOR—Tina Suzanna, born August 31, 1967,
to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Foor, Saxton congregation, Pa.
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GILMORE—Randy Clifford, born February
4, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. John Gilmore,
Wainfleet congregation, Ontario.
MYERS—Lois Faye, born February 24, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Myers, Jr., Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
TURMAN—Gregory Scott, born December 18,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Vivian Turman, Farris
Mines congregation, Virginia.
WOOMER—Melvin Max, born January 13,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Woomer, Saxton congregation, Pa.
ZOOK—Loren Charles, born January 2 1 ,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Duane Zook, Zion
congregation, Kansas.

BUSSICK—Anna Coy Bussick was born D e cember 5, 1884, at Saxton, Pa., and passed
away December 13, 1967. She was converted
and united with the Brethren in Christ
church in 1945.
She is survived by two sons: Paul and
William, Saxton, and two daughters: Mrs.
Olive Garlock, Aitch, Pa., and Mrs. Mary
Detweller,
Rochester,
Pa.;
and
thirteen
grandchildren.
The funeral service was held in the Masod
Funeral Home. Pastor Bedsaul Agee officiated.
Interment was in the Stonertown cemetery.
COLLARD—Mrs. Sarah Climenhaga Collard,
Wainfleet, Ontario, was born October 1, 1901,
and died February 24, 1968. She was converted at the age of thirteen and united with
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by her husband, Roy; six
sons and one daughter. Also surviving are
forty-two grandchildren, twelve great-grandchildren, one sister and two brothers.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Wainfleet Church by Pastor Edward Gilmore.
Interment was in the Maple Lawn cemetery.

Afa</£/tfem4
Leaders of Campus Movements
At Historic Meet
The heads of three allied youth organizations met recently for two days of discussion
and planning for cooperative efforts.
Getting acquainted "as individual members of the Body of Christ" were John Alexander,
general
director
of
Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship, USA; William R. Bright,
president, Campus Crusade for Christ Int'l.;
L o m e Sanny, president, The Navigators; and
Wilbur Sutherland, general director of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship in Canada.
Purpose of the gathering was reportedly to
understand further their respective ministries
and to explore ways in which these ministries
could complement each other in the task of
reaching the campus world for Jesus Christ.
Billy Graham—No Plans to Build College
Believing that the role of educator would
be "a great diversion from my preaching and
worldwide crusade," Dr. Billy Graham said
he has dropped plans to build any type of
educational institution at this time.
"I have given serious consideration over
the past five years to building a Christian
university," h e said in an interview with Associated Press reporters. "Twenty-two cities
over the nation have offered property and
finances for the school."
The evangelist, who discussed a $50 million
interdenominational world university for more
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than a year, visited Palm Beach
September to view a 1,000-acre
Beach Gardens. It was offered
MacArthur, millionaire developer,
Graham Evangelistic Association.

County last
site in Palm
by John D .
to the Billy

Pantry Is Response to a Need
The pastor of Columbia Congregational
Church, Seattle, asked himself a question that
changed his course of ministry and brought
an innovation to his city: "How in the world
are we going to respond to the needs that
are here?"
The answer is "The Pantry," a grocery store
operated by Persons Unlimited to dispense
both physical and spiritual bread. The Rev.
Robert Conn, executive director of the organization and pioneering congregationalist
pastor, calls his enterprise a "common old
corner grocery."
Joining Mr. Conn were the Rev. John
Christensen of the Mount Baker Park United
Presbyterian Church; the Rev. Daniel E.
Thuma of the Findlay
Street
Christian
Church; Herb Tsuchiya, a Genesee Street
pharmacist; and Mr. Conn's wife, Sue. They
make up the board of strategy of Persons
Unlimited.
Starting out with a coffee house called the
Rack, the group bought the grocery to get a
delivery service going so they could get into
apartment houses and into homes of the aged
for a witness of the Gospel.
Rattling Tin Cup Fuller Than Ever
Despite the painful rise in the cost of
living, Americans are voluntarily contributing
more to charity than ever before, according
to the National Information Bureau.
U.S. citizens are digging more deeply into
purses and wallets in response to appeals,
ranging from the rattle of a cup under their
noses to raps on the front door. The bureau,
reporting on contributions to national voluntary health agencies, found the giving up
$54 million last year compared with 1965
contributions.
The agencies collected $285.5 million, but
that's just a starter on the index of charity.
Also to b e considered: gifts to the American
National Red Cross and local United Funds
and Community Chests—the organizations,
said UPI, that put all their begs in one
basket.
Foxholes Do Have Atheists
Take any dug-in battalion and you'll find
that there are just as many atheists there as
there are on any peaceful streets in the United
States, says a chaplain ministering to bombarded marines in Khe Sanh, Vietnam.
"I know the old saying that there are no
atheists in foxholes," Chaplain Ray Stubbe
of Milwaukee declared. Maybe that was true
once, but it isn't now. Perhaps the world has
changed, I don't know."
Said the 29-year-old Lutheran chaplain,
"The shelling isn't bringing in any more
men. I am getting the normal calls from
men with family problems, and I talked with
one conscientious objector. Their religious attitude hasn't changed much. But those who
already were moderately religious tend to be

more so. W h e n the incoming artillery begins
exploding they say they pray and pray hard."
Blind luck, according to many marines,
often determines who lives and who dies.
New Theory Puts Shape to Noah's Ark
A new model of Noah's Ark makes history's
most famous boat a "prismatic rhomboid,"
m a d a of either bamboo or light weight wood.
Built by an Orthodox Jew named Meir Ben
Uri, one of Israel's noted religious painters
and synagogue designers, the model ark could
have been built while lying on its side. It
takes the cryptic Divine commands for a
vessel, 492 feet long, 82 feet wide and 49
feet high, and forms a kind of World W a r II
Liberty ship with an elongated diamond
shape. Ben-Uri says it could easily accommodate three decks and provide a capacity
of some 5,500 tons, enough for a thousand
pairs of animals.
The Jew was quoted by Time as stating
that, for all of today's demythologizing, the
Bible has a basis in fact. " I believe," he said,
"that the Bible is a true account of what
actually happened. It is up to us to unravel
its secrets."
Red Police Raid A Factory,
Find Bible Passages on Belts
An "underground" factory in the suburbs
of Moscow produced more than 12,000 belts
imprinted with Biblical quotations before
Communist authorities closed the plant, according to a Soviet radio broadcast.
It said that managers of the factory will
be tried for illegal business activities, instead
of illegal distribution of religious texts, since
they sold the belts at a profit.
The broadcast said that most of the workers were retired elderly people, but included
a Communist party member and a policeman.
Explaining how the operation worked, the
station said that the belts were bought at
various stores, taken to the factory and imprinted with passages from the Bible. Salesmen later went among Soviet people to sell

the belts.

Hebrew—Tongue of Modern Israel
The Hebrew language, dormant since the
days of the Bible, has come back to full
flower as the common language of Israel today. Approximately a million Jews in other
lands also now regard it as their mother
tongue. Until 1900, Hebrew was reserved for
scholarly writings and exchanges between
learned Jews.
New Film Chronicles
Bobby Richardson Story
A 30-minute color feature film released
by
Gospel
Films
documents
the
story
of the New York Yankee second baseman,
Bobby Richardson.
Titled "The Bobby Richardson Story," the
film contains highlights of the biography of
the little man whose athletic prowess and
faith took him from South Carolina sand lots
to World Series fame in Yankee Stadium and
a staunch Christian testimony.
Bobby Richardson recently left the ball
club to spend his life in the Ghristian ministry
discipling teens.

